Wadi Finan Art Gallery presents Echoes of Memories by H.R.H
Princess Wijdan Al-Hashemi.

Date: 7th to the 26th of November, 2026

Wadi Finan Art Gallery is honored to present an art exhibition by Jordanian artist, H.R.H
Princess Wijdan Al-Hashemi whose practice explores the relationship between spirituality,
memory, and abstraction through the language of contemporary Islamic art. Drawing from
the rich traditions of Arabic calligraphy and Islamic aesthetics, Wijdan’s work reflects a
lifelong engagement with the search for meaning beyond the visible world.

In this exhibition, Wijdan approaches memory not as a fixed record of the past, but as a
living presence that continues to shape human experience, emotion, and perception.
Through layers of color, movement, and form, she transforms intangible impressions into
visual compositions that exist between recollection and imagination. Central to Wijdan’s
practice is the exploration of calligraphy as both a spiritual and visual language. Moving
beyond the written meaning of the world, she engages with Arabic letters as forms of
rhythm, gesture, and energy. Rooted in the Islamic tradition of valuing the written word as a
profound artistic expression, her work reimagines calligraphy as an abstract medium
capable of expressing emotions and states of contemplation that transcend language.

Through abstraction, Wijdan continues the historical trajectory of Islamic art, where
representation is not focused on the imitation of the material world, but on revealing deeper
spiritual qualities. Her compositions reject the boundaries between text and image, allowing
letters, colors, and textures to become traces of memory, devotions, and inner experience.

This body of work reveal an ongoing dialogue between tradition and innovation, while
grounded in the principles of Islamic artistic heritage, Wijdan’s approach embraces
contemporary artistic practices and materials, positioning her work within the evolving
landscape of modern calligraphic expression.

Wijdan, an artist, art historian, academic and diplomat, H.R.H. Princess Wijdan Al-Hashemi
carries a Ph.D. in Islamic Art from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) (1993),
University of London, and is a Fellow of SOAS (2010). She established the Royal Society of
Fine Arts (1979) and the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts (1980). She founded the
Higher Institute of Islamic Art and Architecture at Al Al-Beit University in Jordan (1993) and
the School of Arts and Design at the University of Jordan (2002). She was Ambassador of
Jordan to Italy (2006-2011). She is a scholar who writes history of modern and
contemporary Islamic art (1987) and has over 20 publications. At present she continues
writing and working in the arts.
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